
Chapter 1 - Game of the Century 
What determines a “Game of the Century”?  "Game of the Century" is a superlative that has been applied to several college 

football contests played in the 20th century, the first full century of college football in the United States. It is a subjective term applied by 
sportswriters to describe the most notable games of the period.  What makes a game the “Game of the Century.”  Some of the games were 
a No. 1 vs No. 2 in the AP Poll, which happened only 31 times in the 20th century.  Quite often a winning streak is on the line and the 
winner goes on to win the national championship. The prospect of two juggernaut teams on a roll, or "the irresistible force meets the 
immovable object", creates a high-interest spectacle.  Although college football is a team game, individual performances can be the 
difference maker in a great game. The Heisman Trophy is awarded to the greatest players in the game. A top player, having the best game 
or best play of his career, is another common theme in the "Game of the Century".  The "Game of the Century" is not always a decisive 
win. The lure of sport is that the outcome is in doubt until the game is played. A dramatic finish makes the game memorable.  This chapter 
covers all the games that have been dubbed “Game of the Century” over the years. 

1935 Notre Dame vs Ohio State 
Notre Dame opened the season 5-0, including a 9-6 upset of Pittsburgh, which was one of the Superpower teams of the 1930’s.  

The day before the game, Coach Elmer Layden told reporters “confidentially”, that the Irish would be lucky to hold the Buckeyes to under 
40 points.  Obviously, this made headlines in Columbus, Ohio.  Ohio State entered the game 4-0 and riding a 10 game winning streak.  
They were considered the favorite to capture the National Title under Head coach Francis Schmidt. 

The game was played on November 2, 1935. A then Ohio Stadium record crowd of 81,018 witnessed what was billed as The 
Game of the Century, the first ever meeting between Ohio State and Notre Dame. Ohio State led 13-0 heading into the fourth, but Notre 
Dame rallied with three fourth-quarter touchdowns and fed off several OSU miscues to pull out an 18-13 win. Notre Dame’s Bill 
Shakespeare, a Cincinnati native, threw the game-winning 19-yard pass to Wayne Millner with 32 seconds left. Notre Dame Head coach 
Elmer Layden afterwards called it a “Hail Mary” play.  Henceforth, the term “Hail Mary Pass” was born and would become a part of 
Football jargon to this day. 

Epic 4th quarter comeback - On Notre Dame’s first possession, Andy Pilney caught a punt at the Irish 40 and returned it 47 
yards to Ohio State's 13. Pilney then passed for a first down before fullback Steve Miller scored from the one. Ken Stilley's extra point 
attempt hit the crossbar and bounced back onto the field. On the next possession, the Irish defense threw Ohio State's vaunted offense for 
minus-15 yards to force a punt. Pilney's running and passing drove the Irish all the way down to the Ohio State one, where this time 
fullback Steve Miller fumbled into the end zone and the Buckeyes recovered. As the game was dwindling down, Notre Dame took 
possession at its 20 with about three minutes remaining. The Irish stormed down the field and were in the end zone one minute later on 
the strength of Pilney's passing and running. He connected with Wally Fromhart on a 40-yard pass, and ended it with a 15-yard scoring toss 
to the Mike Layden, the younger brother of Coach Elmer Layden. Fromhart's extra point was blocked, leaving the score 13-12.  With about 
1:30 left in the game, Notre Dame's onside kick was recovered by Ohio State. Fortunately for the Irish, "taking a knee" was not in vogue 
back then, so when Ohio State tried to run out the clock with a running play, Notre Dame's Pilney and Henry Pojman combined to force 
and recover a fumble by the Buckeyes' Dick Beltz at the Notre Dame 45.  From a pass formation, Pilney then evaded would-be tacklers 
with a spectacular run of 36 yards down to the Buckeye 19. It also would be the last play of Pilney's college career because he tore knee 
ligaments when he was stopped, and had to be carried off the field on a stretcher. Coach Layden sent in halfback Bill Shakespeare for the 
injured Pilney.  On the play following Pilney's run, Shakespeare's pass went right into the waiting hands of Ohio State's Beltz, who dropped 
it. Given new life, Shakespeare hurled a pass that traveled about 35 yards in the air to a leaping Millner in the end zone for the winning 
touchdown with 32 seconds left in the game.  The Irish held on for a dramatic and thrilling 18-13 victory in the first game dubbed as the 
“Game of the Century”. 

1935 Notre Dame vs Ohio State 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

Notre Dame (5-0) 0 - 0 - 0 - 18 - 18

Ohio State (4-0) 7 - 6 - 0 - 0 - 13

Scoring Summary 
Ohio State - Boucher 65-yard return on lateral from Antenucci interception (Beltz kick) 
Ohio State - Williams 3-yard run (kick failed) 
Notre Dame - Miller 1-yard run (kick failed) 
Notre Dame - Layden 15-yard pass from Millner (kick failed) 
Notre Dame - Millner 19-yard pass from Shakespeare (kick failed) 

Tickets for this game sold for $50 each and there were widespread reports of counterfeit tickets. OSU officials said they could 
have sold 200,000 tickets for the game if they had room.  In the end however, neither team was considered close to national 
champions.  Notre Dame finished the season 7-1-1.  Ohio State finished the season 7-1.  The Ohio State-Notre Dame game was the most 
covered and most popular game of 1935. In 1969, Sport Magazine picked this game as the greatest College Football game ever. 
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Chapter 2 - #1 vs #2 games 
This chapter we will cover all the games where #1 played #2.  The AP Poll started in 1936 and Sportswriters were the ones 

casting votes each week.  The UPI (Coaches) Poll was established in 1950 and teams were voted on by coaches.  These games are 
considered to be where it was a consensus in the polls that both teams were ranked #1 and #2.  The AP Poll and UPI Poll were the first 
established services.  Numerous ones have followed since. 

1968 #1 Purdue vs #2 Notre Dame 
The Notre Dame–Purdue football rivalry was first played in 1896. The Shillelagh Trophy is a trophy exchanged between Notre 

Dame and Purdue, being held by the winner of the game. The two in-state rivals have played annually 1946 to 2014.  The trophy, first 
presented in 1957, is a Shillelagh (club) donated by Joe McLaughlin, a merchant seaman and a Fighting Irish supporter who brought it from 
Ireland. 

Purdue and Notre Dame met with two of the most potent offenses in the country. Purdue was ranked number one by the 
Associated Press and Notre Dame was ranked number one by United Press International. The game turned out to be every bit the 
offensive battle that everyone expected, but Keyes and some Irish mistakes gave the game to Purdue.  Leroy Keyes, Mike Phipps, and Bob 
Dillingham. That's the story of how Purdue vindicated the number one ranking given them the week before by the Associated Press. Seven 
times within the Purdue 30-yard line without scoring. That's how Notre Dame failed to live up to the number one ranking bestowed upon 
them by United Press International. Purdue emerged a 37-22 winner after the two powerful offensive machines rolled up 55 first downs 
and 933 yards in total offense. On a day given over to offensive heroes, versatile Leroy Keyes, as expected, grabbed the spotlight. In front 
of regional television cameras and the nation's elite football scribes, Keyes certainly enhanced at that time his already excellent chance for 
the Heisman Trophy by running for two touchdowns and throwing for another. Actually, Notre Dame's defense did a creditable job of 
bottling Keyes up at the line of scrimmage— as long as the line of scrimmage was outside the Irish 20-yard line. But if Keyes was sudden 
death inside that chalk line, the passing combination of Mike Phipps to Bob Dillingham was, if not as dramatic, at least as devastating. 
Phipps limped off the field on Purdue's first play when he was jolted by Irish defensive tackle Bob Jockisch. After the junior quarterback 
returned in the second quarter, he guided Purdue to aU five of their touchdowns, completing 16 of 24 passes along the way — including 
five of five on crucial third down plays. And Dillingham, who wasn't even a starter, maneuvered through the green secondary of the Irish 
for two touchdowns and altogether 11 receptions — which is more than any one man had previously caught against any Notre Dame team. 
Irish quarterback Terry Hanratty threw 43 passes against Purdue, which is 20 less than he threw in the 1967 Purdue contest but about 20 
more than Coach Ara Parseghian's 1968 game plan envisioned.  

 
Mike Phipps of Purdue 

Notre Dame began the game bent on establishing a consistent ground game to keep the ball away from Purdue and loosen up 
their pass coverage. For 20 minutes the plan worked well enough. The Irish ran off 35 scrimmage plays to only 18 for Purdue and finally 
took a 7-3 lead when sophomore halfback Denny Allan skirted right end for the final five yards. But even then the thought occurred that 
Notre Dame might have been too charitable in allowing their downstate neighbors to breathe so long. Twice already the Irish had 
penetrated deep into Purdue territory only to come away empty handed when field goal attempts went awry.  Purdue quickly confirmed the 
suspicion, and in the process made a shambles of the Notre Dame game plan. In the longest sustained drive of the afternoon, the poised 
Phipps took his team 74 yards in 10 plays. Three times he connected with Dillingham for first downs, and on third and nine he hit the 
double-teamed Keyes for 11 yards to the Irish 25. Three plays later Keyes swept left end from the 16, put one brilliant move on the jittery 
secondary, and then easily outraced everyone to the end zone. Keyes' romp put Purdue on top and opened up the floodgates. Capitalizing 
on a brief loss of composure by the home team, the Boilermakers added two more scores within three and a half minutes. Linebacker Bob 
Yunaska intercepted a deflected pass of Terry Hanratty and Bill Yanchar recovered a Bob Gladieux fumble to set up the tallies. Both of the 
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scores came on passes to the sure-handed Dillingham, one coming from Keyes and the other from Phipps. Keyes, on his throw of 17 
yards, started to his left just as he had done on his previous run. He didn't exactly rifle the ball to Dillingham. What Keyes launched more 
closely resembled a Boeing 707 — a, nice high flight which descended slowly for a soft landing in Dillingham's eager arms. Meanwhile the -
Notre Dame secondary somehow managed to be a half-second late again. Trailing 23-7 by this point, Terry Hanratty took to the air to rally 
the Irish before the half ended. Passes to Seymour, Gladieux, and Eaton moved the ball to the Purdue 30. On 4th and 10, with Keyes now 
covering Seymour, Hanratty was forced to run, which he did successfully for 17 yards. On the next play he had to scramble again and 
finally drilled a pass in the end zone to Eaton with only 3 seconds left. At this time the play had all the makings of a possible turning point. 
Notre Dame's offensive line had clearly outplayed the visitors' defensive line and so, down now only 23-14, things did not look too 
discouraging if the defense could throttle Keyes and Co. for a little while. The Irish defense did hold Purdue off the board for one quarter, 
but meanwhile the offense continued the futile pattern of not quite coming up with the big play. Gladieux almost made a diving catch in 
the end zone and Scott Hempel missed another field goal. Another drive, from the Notre Dame 8 to the Purdue 22, stalled when the pass 
protection broke down twice in a row. At the end of three quarters Notre Dame had posted only 14 points despite not having to punt 
since the opening series of plays in the first quarter.  On the very first play of the final period the inimitable Mr. Keyes went 18 yards over 
the left side to just about clinch the game. A few minutes later, there was Perry Williams going in untouched 18 yards over the other side. It 
appeared that Purdue would make it an absolute rout. Amazingly, with the help of a recovered fumble, Coley O'Brien's successful on-side 
kick-off, and Bob  Gladieux's 50-yard punt return, Notre Dame still penetrated the Purdue 30 four more times. But except for Hanratty's 
eight-yard scoring toss to Allan the pattern of frustration continued, partly due to an interception and a fumble. During the game Notre 
Dame lost the ball six times on an interception or fumble — three times in Notre Dame Territory leading to Purdue TD's, and three times 
inside the Purdue 30. For Purdue coach Jack Mollenkopf it was a precedent-setting day. He became the first man to engineer three victories 
over the Fighting Irish in the Era of Ara, and he's also the first to win two years in a row. In addition his team's 37 points were the most 
scored against any Notre Dame team since 1961. 

Purdue vs Notre Dame 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

#1 Purdue 3 - 20 - 0 - 14 - 37

#2 Notre Dame 0 - 7 - 7 - 8 - 22

Scoring Summary 
Purdue – Field goal 
Notre Dame – Allan 5 yard run (Hempel kick) 
Purdue – Keyes 16 yard run (Kick good) 
Purdue – Dillingham 17 yard pass from Keyes (Kick good) 
Purdue – Dillingham pass from Phipps (Kick failed) 
Notre Dame – Eaton 13 yard pass from Hanratty (Hempel kick) 
Purdue – Keyes 18 yard run (Kick good) 
Purdue – Williams 18 yard run (Kick good) 
Notre Dame – Allan 8 yard pass from Hanratty (Hempel kick) 
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Chapter 3 - David beats Goliath (When Unranked teams beat #1 ranked team) 
This chapter will cover some of the great upsets of all time, when the #1 ranked team in the country falls to a team not ranked.  Some were 
rivalry games, some not.  Either way, some great games from the past.  I attended the 1977 Michigan-Minnesota game as an 18 year old 
young man, two weeks before enlisting in the U.S. Army. 

1960 - #1 Minnesota loses to unranked Purdue 
The 1960 Purdue-Minnesota game took place on November 12th at Memorial Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

On a gray and gloomy day at Memorial Stadium, it all came tumbling down around the Golden Gophers as they faced a so-so Purdue team 
that had just a 1-4 mark in the conference. The Boilermakers took the opening kickoff and marched 80 yards in 18 plays to a score, and 
they never looked back while limiting Minnesota to just 62 rushing yards for the day. Purdue built a 17-0 lead before the Gophers got on 
the scoreboard with a 27- yard TD run by Munsey and a three-yard scoring plunge by Hagberg to pull within three. But that was as close as 
they could get, and a Purdue score in the game’s final seconds wrapped up the stunning 23-14 loss for Minnesota. 

This was Purdue's second game against a No. 1 team in 1960. Earlier in the year the Boilers lost 21-14 at Iowa. Purdue was just 2-
4-1 entering the game and well out of the Big Ten race with losses to No. 3 Ohio State, No. 8 UCLA, and No. 12 Notre Dame. Minnesota 
would win the Big Ten and go on to lose the Rose Bowl to Washington. It was their first of two consecutive Rose Bowl appearances, and 
they have not been back since. This also potentially cost them a national championship. 

1961 - #1 Texas loses to unranked TCU 
The 1961 TCU-Texas game was played on November 18th.  It was the day TCU cost the Horns a shot at their first national title.  

The Southwest Conference match-up was played at Texas Memorial Stadium (now known as Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium) in 
Austin. Although the top-ranked Longhorns make several trips to the red zone, they failed to score, ultimately losing to 24-point underdog 
TCU in a 0-6 upset. The shocking defeat spoiled not only the Texas’ hopes of winning its first national title but also the Heisman dreams 
of star players such as halfback Jimmy Saxton. Texas Head Coach Darrell K Royal, so upset about the loss, later compared the Horned 
Frogs to cockroaches. “It’s not what they eat and tote off,” he said, “it’s what they fall into and mess up that hurts.” TCU ended the season 
with a 3-5-2 record, while Texas finished 11-1 with a win over Mississippi in the 1962 Cotton Bowl Classic. 

That year, TCU toted off only three wins, but messed up the championship dreams of two teams as well as the Heisman hopes of 
several players. That group included Ohio State's Bob Ferguson, the 1961 Heisman runner-up; Texas back James Sexton, who finished 
third; and Kansas quarterback John Hadl.  Years later, it could be argued that the '61 TCU squad was the greatest three-win team in the 
history of college football. And that the Texas-TCU game — a 6-0 TCU victory that November 18, won on a trick play — potentially cost 
the Longhorns their first national championship. 

1962 - #1 Ohio State loses to unranked UCLA 
The 1962 Ohio State-UCLA game was played on October 6th at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.  The Ohio State Buckeyes 

came into the game ranked #1 in the country.  The Buckeyes were coming off the 1961 season as defending Big Ten champions and 
finishing the season ranked #2 in the country.  In a controversial decision, the Ohio State faculty council voted against Ohio State going to 
the 1962 Rose Bowl to play UCLA, whom they had beaten 13-3 earlier in the season.  Minnesota accepted the bid to Rose Bowl 
instead.  UCLA came into the game unranked. 

The Bruins struck first when Kermit Alexander took a handoff 45 yards for a touchdown on UCLA's first play from scrimmage. 
UCLA missed the extra point but led 6-0 with 13:45 remaining in the first quarter.  The Buckeyes responded early in the second quarter 
when Joe Sparma found Matt Snell for a 6-yard touchdown pass. Dick Van Raaphorst made his point after attempt and Ohio State owned 
a 7-6 lead at halftime.  The second half remained scoreless until 1:35 remained in the game. Larry Zeno nailed a 24-yard field goal to give 
UCLA a 9-7 upset victory over top-ranked Ohio State. Bill Barnes' Bruins tied the series 1–1. 

1962 - #1 Alabama loses to unranked Georgia Tech 
The 1962 Alabama-Georgia Tech game was played on November 17th at Historic Grant Field in Atlanta, Georgia.  The game 

would be filled with hard hitting, lots of defense and an exciting finish, but controversy would ensue.  Please read on. 
For their game at Grant Field against Georgia Tech, the Crimson Tide moved back into the #1 position in the national polls.  In the game, 
the Yellow Jackets ended Alabama's 19-game winning and 26-game unbeaten streak that dated back to the Crimson Tide's 1960 season, 
with their 7–6 upset in Atlanta.  After a scoreless first quarter, Georgia Tech scored their only touchdown on a nine-yard Patrick McNames 
run for a 7–0 lead.  The Yellow Jackets continued to hold the Crimson Tide scoreless until the fourth quarter when Cotton Clark scored on 
a two-yard run. However instead of playing for the tie with an extra point attempt, Bryant decided to go for a two-point conversion that 
failed and resulted in the eventual 7–6 Tech win.  In defeat, Joe Namath threw four interceptions.  The loss brought Alabama's all-time 
record against Georgia Tech to 22–19–3 

The game was remembered as the starting point of hatred between Alabama and Georgia Tech because of a serious injury 
followed by an irresponsible action. It was an incident that displayed dirty football by Darwin Holt, a senior linebacker from Alabama. 
Georgia Tech player Chick Graning was running down field without any opposition, he assumed the play was over and left his guard down. 
Then Alabama player, Darwin Holt, jumped at Graning, and punched him in the face with his forearm. Holt struck Chick in the face with 
his left elbow.  
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Due to this incident Chick Graning was not able to finish the season for the Yellow Jackets. The Atlanta Constitution ran photos 
of the "brutalized young Graning lying in his hospital bed with his face smothered in bandages, and the papers called for Holt to be 
suspended for what was, to them, an obviously late and dirty hit".  There was another reason why this game was very famous around the 
world. It was Coach Bryant. Despite the violation of sportsmanship, clearly recorded on film and in people's memories, Coach Bryant 
refused to announce a public apology and did not remove Holt from the team. In January 1962, Coach Dodd described Bryant’s behavior 
as the "expiration of the contract in 1964". The contract was originally between Georgia Tech and Alabama and agreed on appropriate and 
clean football games. Furthermore, Dodd's announcement showed that the contract was not important to him anymore because of Coach 
Bryant's reaction. Subsequently, in that time, "Bryant [had] already earned a reputation as an outlaw school that not only played dirty, but 
also received in their reputation as a dirty football team".  The Graning incident served to confirm what other people already believed 
about Coach Bryant's reputation, and that hurt him externally. In fact, even local newspapers in Alabama criticized Bryant's actions. 
Georgia Tech also announced that Tech would no longer play Alabama 

1964 - #1 Mississippi loses to unranked Kentucky 
The 1964 Kentucky-Mississippi game was played on September 26th at Mississippi Veterans Memorial Stadium in Jackson, 

Mississippi.  The Rebels lost to Kentucky 27-21 essentially ending the run of good fortune for the Rebels.  Ole Miss had no answer for 
Kentucky wide receiver Nick Kestner, who caught a total of nine passes for a then-school record 185 yards and three touchdowns to lead 
the Wildcats back from a pair of second-half deficits for the victory. Kestner would finish the 1964 season with 42 receptions, also a school 
record at the time.  How damaging was the loss? It was the only highlight of the seven-year Charlie Bradshaw era at Kentucky, a stretch 
that saw the Wildcats go 25-41-4.  It wouldn’t hurt to point out Bradshaw was the last Kentucky coach to defeat Tennessee twice in 
Knoxville and the last coach to defeat Auburn twice.  The Rebels went from top-ranked to not being ranked after the loss. In fact, it would 
be the last time they would be ranked at all until the week of October 7, 1968 

1964 - #1 Notre Dame loses to unranked USC 
The 1964 Notre Dame-USC game was played November 28th at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.  Notre Dame was 9-0, 

ranked #1 in the country and was an 11 point favorite going into the game..  USC was 6-3 and unranked.   
Star quarterback and Heisman winner John Huarte directed the Irish to a 17–0 lead at halftime.  Throughout the first half, the 

only thing that almost crashed was USC's scoreboard. Notre Dame built a 17-0 lead as John Huarte hit 11 of 15 passes for 176 yards and 
one touchdown—to Jack Snow, beyond McKay's very deep secondary. Parseghian's team looked as unstoppable as ever. USC, meanwhile, 
had hammered away on the ground, refusing to open up in McKay's customary style, moving the ball fairly well, but blowing its best drive 
by losing an errant pitchout.   

In the second half, USC's inside runs continued to work neatly. Mike Garrett, the Trojans' brilliant halfback, and Ron Heller time 
after time squeezed through the gaps created by the power blocks at the tackles. When Notre Dame adjusted its defense to USC's strong 
side, Craig Fertig hit Rod Sherman (seven times for 109 yards in all) over the middle and in the opposite flat. And just as McKay had hoped 
they would, the Trojans had taken the second-half kickoff and drove to a quick touchdown that made it 17-7.  The Trojans entered the last 
period 10 points behind but buoyed by the fact that somehow they and the fates had managed to stop Notre Dame from scoring down 
close. Fertig thereupon struck for five completions, the last to End Fred Hill for a touchdown. The bristling 82-yard drive had left the Irish 
with only a 17-13 lead and their nerves quaking.  When Garrett failed to gain an inch at Notre Dame's frantic middle, Fertig called time. 
Then the quarterback—"the best pure passer in college football," says McKay—spotted Hill on a down-and-in pattern for 23 yards. First 
down on the Irish 17. Fertig called time again and then shot a flat pass to Garrett, which carried out of bounds on the 15. On the following 
play Fertig found Hill racing wide open in the end zone, and blistered a pass toward him. The end made a diving grab that looked good, 
but an official ruled he was out of bounds on the catch. If USC considered the call debatable, it was no more so than the earlier holding 
penalty on Notre Dame that Ara Parseghian will have nightmares over for many a winter's night. When Fertig threw incomplete on third 
down, the Trojans' hopes sagged, but the senior quarterback had one more play left—a thing called 84-Z.  The pass is called 84-Z and it is 
an old one in the University of Southern California's playbook. A receiver split wide to the left delays for one second after the snap, sprints 
dead ahead for five steps, fakes outside, then cuts sharply down and across toward the middle of the field. The quarterback drifts straight 
back and throws to the spot. Quarterback Craig Fertig threw the ball chest-high to Halfback Rod Sherman for 15 yards and a touchdown 
with 1:35 remaining. 

Notre Dame put together a last-second drive, and with six seconds left, Huarte threw a pass to receiver Jack Snow that was 
broken up by four Trojan defenders in end zone.  The Irish's hopes of a national title were ruined; the Trojans' bid for the Rose Bowl berth 
also fell short despite the upset.  Notre Dame fell to number 3 in the ranking the following week, but were still awarded the MacArthur 
Bowl.  (The MacArthur Bowl is a trophy awarded annually by the National Football Foundation to the NCAA Division I-FBS college 
football team(s) that are recognized by the NFF as the National Champions for that season.) 
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Chapter 4 - Great games of the 20th Century 
From the early beginnings of College Football to the modern age, this chapter provides a historical account of some of the best games of 
the 20th century.  Most of the games covered here will be regular season games, but there will be great Bowl Games as well.  This is 
subjective, as one person’s list will differ from another’s list.  Author’s choice here.  If you don’t agree with every game mentioned in this 
chapter, Write your own darn book!! 

1913 - Notre Dame at Army (Forward pass revolutionized) 
The first Army–Notre Dame game in 1913 is generally regarded as the game that established the national reputation of the 

Fighting Irish.  In that game, Notre Dame revolutionized the forward pass in a stunning 35–13 victory. 
{Excerpt from the IndyStar-2013} In the fading twilight of a summer day in 1913, two fit young men played catch with a 

football on the Cedar Point beach. They had finished their shift as lifeguards at the Sandusky Resort in Ohio, and once they had limbered 
up, they set about practicing forward pass plays. One took an imaginary hike from center and the other began running from an equally 
imaginary line of scrimmage. The quarterback, 145-pound Charles “Gus” Dorais, then passed to his end, Knute Rockne, who had run a 
route that they had been repeating for 30 minutes.  Until darkness halted the waterfront session, they experimented with varying passes, 
short and long.  Both athletes were rising seniors at the University of Notre Dame, a small Catholic institution in South Bend, Ind. Along 
with other Notre Dame students, Dorais (pronounced Doh-ray) and Rockne worked all summer at the Lake Erie resort. In addition to 
lifeguarding, they also worked as night clerks and restaurant checkers. At the request of Jesse Harper, the incoming Notre Dame Football 
coach, the two had brought a football with them to Cedar Point.  During their limited spare time, the undersized but strong-armed Dorais 
worked on his passing technique and timing. Rockne, a smallish, 145-pound end who had been elected captain of the 1913 squad, worked 
on catching the ball with his hands, instead of the arms and torso. Coach Harper wanted his new team to pass more often in the coming 
season. The NCAA had loosened the restrictions on forward passes in 1912, and changed the ball specifications to allow a slightly longer 
and slimmer model that was easier to throw. A few pioneers of the forward pass such as Harper wanted to “open up” the game from its 
line-plunging basics. 

 
Onlookers on the beach found the passing drills a bit odd, but entertaining. A pretty young girl, however, paid less attention to 

the football than she gave to the young and affable Rockne. Bonnie Skiles, a waitress in Cedar Point’s Grill Room, soon fell into a summer-
time romance with Knute, a Norwegian immigrant. They would later marry, with Gus serving as best man.  Rockne biographer Harry 
Stuhldreher, who was one of the legendary “Four Horsemen” at Notre Dame in 1924, described how the two players used the final 
minutes at night before sack time to create passing schemes. “They planned and worked out new plays in which the pass was the all-
important feature. . . . It could be incorporated into a system of play along with the line buck, end run or kick.”  Dorais and Rockne also 
thought about how they would use the pass against Army in the fall, Notre Dame’s first encounter with the eastern powerhouse. Rockne 
had big plans for beating Army, and the screenwriters of the 1940 movie “Knute Rockne — All American,” envisioned that conversation 
with the following script. 
DORAIS: Don’t be a sap, Rock. The Army will outweigh us twenty pounds to the man. We couldn’t lick ‘em if we took a shotgun along. 
ROCKNE: All right, we’ll take a shotgun. . . . We’re going to pass the Army, Gus — we’re going to pass them dizzy! 
DORAIS: Rock — if that works, it’ll make history! 

No one, especially Gus and Knute, knew that the Notre Dame Football team would actually make history on Nov. 1, 1913. But 
they did indeed 100 years ago this week, establishing a milestone in college football history. The game started one of college football’s most 
illustrious and influential rivalries, ushered in Notre Dame as a national powerhouse and, most importantly, showcased the forward pass as 
a winner both on the gridiron and in the box office. The college football entertainment colossus of today owes its success to multiple 
influences, and one of them is the first Army-Notre Dame game. 
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1921 - Centre vs Harvard (Upset of the Century) 
The 1921 Centre vs. Harvard football game, played October 29, 1921.  Centre beat Harvard 6–0, in what is widely considered 

one of the greatest upsets in college football history. 
The teams first met in 1920, at Harvard Stadium in the Boston neighborhood of Allston, with Harvard coming off a Rose Bowl 

victory and an undefeated national championship season in 1919 (the school's fourth national championship in the prior ten years). 
Coming into the Centre game, Harvard was also undefeated and unscored upon in the 1920 season. Meanwhile, Centre College, a tiny 
school of 300 students in Kentucky, had little history of success in football before their current coach, Charley Moran, and star 
quarterback, Bo McMillin, arrived on campus in 1917.  The Centre Praying Colonels shocked Harvard in the 1920 game simply by taking a 
14–7 halftime lead. But, in the second half, Centre withered before the superior Harvard squad, and Harvard won the game 31–14. 
Following the game, Harvard's captain offered the game ball to Centre's quarterback Bo McMillin, but McMillin declined the ball and 
promised "We'll be back next year to take it home with us.” 

All around Danville students painted the "impossible formula" of C6H0.  The Centre victory was a shock, but perhaps not a 
fluke; the team would finish the 1921 season 10–1, defeating several of the nation's powerhouses including VPI, Auburn, Arizona, and 
Clemson. Their only defeat was a 22–14 loss to powerful Texas A&M in The Dixie Classic (forerunner of the Cotton Bowl), Dallas, Texas, 
on January 2, 1922 (this is the game where A&M's famous 12th man was born). (Bo McMillin got married in Dallas the day before the 
game, and the Colonels were in the midst of a grueling long distance trip from home by train, having played Arizona in San Diego, 
California the week prior). Up until their final game of the season the Colonels outscored their opponents by a margin of 314 to 6. 

 
Bo McMillin of Centre scoring the only touchdown vs Harvard 

In 1950, the Associated Press named C6H0 the greatest sports upset of the first half of the 20th century.  In 2005, The New York 
Times called it "arguably the upset of the century in college football.”  In 2006, ESPN named it the third-biggest upset in the 138-year 
history of college football. 

 

1926 Rose Bowl - Alabama vs Washington (Game that changed the South) 
The 1926 Rose Bowl Game was held on January 1, 1926 in Pasadena, California. The game is commonly referred to as "the 

game that changed the south." The game featured the Alabama Crimson Tide, making their first bowl appearance, and the Washington 
Huskies.  Alabama were victorious 20–19, as they scored all twenty points in the third quarter. With the victory, the Crimson Tide were 
awarded with their first National Championship.  The game made its radio broadcast debut, with Charles Paddock, a sports writer and 
former Olympian track star, at the microphone. Coach Wade was later inducted into the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame in 1990.  Wallace Wade's 
Alabama (9-0) launches the "Age of Dixie" by edging Washington (10-0-1) in a 20-19 thriller despite the heroics of the Huskies' great 
running back George Wilson. In the 38 minutes Wilson is able to play, Washington scores three times and gains 300 yards, but in the 22 
minutes he is out with an injury, his team gains only 17 yards and is outscored three touchdowns to none. Wilson has 134 yards in 15 
carries and completes five passes. Johnny Mack Brown and "Pooley" Hubert lead Alabama rally after trailing 12-0 with three third-quarter 
touchdowns. Bill Buckler's two of three conversions makes the victory difference.  

Team selection - The Rose Bowl committee extended an invitation to Clark Shaughnessy's Tulane team, but the school 
administration declined the offer because it felt the players were too small to compete with those of Washington. 

1926 Rose Bowl 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

Alabama 0 - 0 - 20 - 0 - 20

Washington 6 - 6 - 0 - 7 - 19
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Scoring Summary 

Washington – Paton 1-yard run (Kick failed)  

Washington – Cole 20-yard pass from Wilson (Kick failed) 

Alabama – Hubert 1-yard run (Buckler kick) 

Alabama – Brown 59-yard pass from Gillis (Buckler kick) 

Alabama – Brown 30-yard pass from Hubert (Kick failed) 

Washington – Guttormsen 27-yard pass from Wilson (Cook kick) 

 

Johnny Mack Brown of Alabama in 1926 Rose Bowl 
Alabama Media Guide Rose Bowl Game Summary - Trailing 12-0 at halftime, Coach Wallace Wade’s Alabama team battled 

back in the second half to capture a thrilling 20-19 win over Washington in the Crimson Tide’s first bowl outing. It was a game that was 
long remembered as one of the best contests in Rose Bowl history and Alabama’s victory brought new and permanent national respect for 
Southern football. Washington’s great halfback, George Wilson, lived up to his pregame billing. He rushed for 134 yards and completed 
five passes for 77 yards and two touchdowns. But injuries put him out of the game for 22 minutes. It was during those 22 minutes that the 
Crimson Tide scored all of its points. During the 38 minutes that Wilson was healthy and on the field, the Huskies scored three 
touchdowns and gained 300 yards. During the 22 minutes he was on the sidelines nursing an injury, Washington gained just 17 yards and 
failed to score, giving up all three scores that Alabama would need to win in the third quarter in what many considered the greatest Rose 
Bowl Game played to that point. “As George Wilson went, so went Washington,” wrote famed sportswriter Damon Runyan. “If there was 
ever a one-man football team, George was it. When Wilson was on the field it was a ball game.” Wilson was named the game’s most 
outstanding player, but his greatness was not enough to prevent an Alabama victory. Alabama had some stars of its own as Quarterback 
“Pooley” Hubert and halfback Johnny Mack Brown wreaked havoc on the Washington defense, especially when Wilson was not on the 
field. “He is a great football player, this George Wilson – one of the very greatest,” Runyan wrote. “His brief absence probably made a big 
difference to Washington, but, still ‘Pooley’ Hubert was always on hand for Alabama. It was a great team that the South sent to California 
to take its part in the Tournament of Roses, probably the greatest that ever came out of the South.” Wilson missed the third quarter, and 
that’s when Alabama scored its 20 points, all in seven minutes. First it was Hubert scoring from the one with Bill Buckler kicking the point 
after. After holding Washington and forcing a punt, Grant Gillis faded back from his own 41 and found Johnny Mack Brown at the Husky 
25, who eluded one tackler and continued untouched on a 59-yard touchdown pass and run. A fumble gave Alabama another chance at the 
Washington 30. On first down Hubert told Brown to run as fast as he could for the goal.  Washington scored a final time in the fourth 
quarter, but couldn’t overcome the Alabama lead. 

1928 Notre Dame vs Army (Gipper speech) 
The 1928 Notre Dame Football season was not one of most successful of Knute Rockne’s tenure as head coach. In fact, it was 

actually the worst, as Rockne’s team finished just 5-4. The Irish’s game on Nov. 10, 1928, however, lives on in college football lore. At 
halftime of the contest between Notre Dame and Army at Yankee Stadium, Rockne told his players the story of the tragic death of George 
Gipp, the star halfback who passed away in 1920. As the legend goes, Gipp was in his hospital bed, when he asked Rockne to have the 
team “Win just one for the Gipper” someday. Rockne used the story to rally the underdog Irish to a 12-6 victory against the Black Knights. 
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{1928 New York Times Game Summary} - The referee's whistle blew taps for the Army today. Under the pent-up power of 
Knute Rockne's nomads from Notre Dame the unbeaten eleven from West Point was buried in its first defeat of the season when the thrill 
of the whistle sounded the end of the game at the Yankee Stadium. 
Through the gathering dusk, into which 85,000 pairs of eyes were peering, the end came with Army on the Notre Dame 1-yard line and 
Notre Dame a touchdown to the good, gained in the last quarter on a 32-yard pass from Johnny Niemiec to Johnny O'Brien. The score 
was 12 to 6. Johnny O'Brien made only one play during the game, but that one meant triumph for the South Bend cyclone and the 
shattered record of an Army eleven that fought desperately, determinedly, but in vain, until the final whistle sounded taps over their beaten 
bodies. 

 
For three periods, Johnny O'Brien sat on the sidelines, huddled under his blanket with a hope in his heart that he might be called 

on to do something for Notre Dame. And if he was called on, he would make good. Johnny O'Brien was still on the bench through most 
of the final quarter. The score was 6‚6, minutes were ticking away and he hadn't been called on. Notre Dame was marching down the field 
with steady strides. Notre Dame was apparently headed for another touchdown. Then two things happened. First a bad pass from the 
center cost Notre Dame sixteen yards and there was a sudden command from Knute Rockne.  Obeying that command, Johnny O'Brien 
flung his blanket aside and dashed on to the field, reporting to the referee. O'Brien barked a string of numbers and as the ball was snapped 
back to Niemiec he winged his way down the field. The goal line was 32 yards away when he started in full flight, but on he went until it 
was within stepping distance. Then he turned. Timing O'Brien's speed exactly, Niemiec took his time in handling the ball and then he flung 
it through the air. When Johnny O'Brien turned his head he saw the ball floating down from above. He reached his arms upward and 
grasped it and then he fell. But he fell over the goal line.  That one play was all that Johnny O'Brien made. He didn't even wait for Niemiec 
to attempt the extra point, which failed to gain. Johnny was through. He dashed for the side lines, his work done, and done well. He had 
scored the touchdown that brought victory to Notre Dame, defeat to the Army and another upset to a football season that is getting more 
topsy turvy every day. 

1970 #3 USC at Alabama 
On September 12th, 1970, the #3 ranked USC Trojans played the #16 ranked Alabama Crimson Tide at Legion Field in 

Birmingham, Alabama.  The series was tied 1-1.  Many have said this game had as much to do with integrating the South as anything 
previously, be it legislation, protests, rallies, etc.  At this time, most Colleges south of the Mason-Dixon Line were lily white in all sports.  
After this game, starting in 1971, this all changed.  One football game changed the South as we knew it. 

USC opened the season visiting the University of Alabama under coach Bear Bryant and became the first fully integrated team to 
play in the State of Alabama.  The game, scheduled by Bryant, resulted in a 42–21 win for the Trojans. More importantly, all six 
touchdowns scored by USC team were by African-American players, two by USC running back Sam "Bam" Cunningham, against an all-
white Crimson Tide team.  The game hastened the racial integration of football at Alabama and in the South.  The 1970 season is also 
notable for being the first fully integrated team at Alabama. Although several African American students competed during spring practice 
in 1967, Wilbur Jackson became the first African American awarded a scholarship to play for Alabama, and he competed as a member of 
the freshman squad in 1970. 

After the NCAA enacted a rule that allowed its member institutions to schedule an eleventh regular season game, in January 1970 
the Crimson Tide agreed to a home-and-home series with the University of Southern California (USC).  At Legion Field, the Trojans 
outgained Alabama on the ground 485 to 32 yards on the way to a 42–21 victory that opened the 1970 season.  USC took a 12–0 first 
quarter lead behind a pair of Sam Cunningham touchdowns as they outgained the Crimson Tide 102 to 10 in total yards in the 

Cop
yri

gh
t ©

 20
19

 by
 St

eve
’s F

oo
tba

ll B
ibl

e, L
LC



quarter.  After a 32-yard, Ron Ayala field goal extended the Trojans' lead to 15–0, a one-yard Johnny Musso touchdown run cut the USC 
lead to 15–7 early in the second quarter. However the Trojans responded on the drive that ensued with a seven-yard Charlie Evans 
touchdown run that made the halftime score 22–7. 

The Trojans continued their dominance of the game into the second half as they extended their lead to 32–7 in the third quarter. 
Jimmy Jones first threw a 23-yard touchdown pass to Clarence Davis and Ayala next connected on a 25-yard field goal.  Alabama then 
responded with a six-yard Neb Hayden touchdown pass to David Bailey that made the score 32–13 at the end of the third quarter.  The 
Trojans closed the game with a 27-yard Ayala field goal and a six-yard Mike Rae touchdown pass to Bill Holland.  Alabama then made the 
final score 42–21 on a second, one-yard Musso touchdown run. 

 
The game became referred to as the "Cunningham game" by many Alabama fans and is often cited as being the turning point 

towards the full integration of the Crimson Tide football team beginning with the 1971 season.  This game was also as the first Alabama 
played on Poly-Turf at Legion Field as it was installed during the previous summer.  The loss brought Alabama's all-time record against 
Southern Cal to 2–1 

1970 USC at Alabama 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

#3 USC 12 - 10 - 10 - 10 - 42

#16 Alabama 0 - 7 - 6 - 8 - 21

1998 Yale at Brown (Hail Mary Pass) + 1999 Brown at Yale (Hail Mary Run) 
{Hail Mary Pass} The 1998 Yale-Brown game was played September 19th at Brown Stadium in Providence, Rhode 

Island.  Brown was coming off the 1997 season which they finished 6-4.  They were one of the preseason favorites to contend for the Ivy 
League title.  Yale was coming off a season in which they 1-9.  It was the season opener for both teams. 
The game was a seesaw battle with Brown holding a 28-23 lead.  Yale was down to its last play.  Yale quarterback Joe Walland dropped 
back and threw a miraculous 27-yard, Hail Mary pass to Jake Borden.  Yale wins 30-28!!  According to Brown Coach Phil Estes, after the 
miracle finish for Yale, Todd Tomich [Yale's defensive back] came over and let us know it right in front of our bench.  A picture of 
Borden's 27-yard touchdown catch on Joe Walland's pass in 1998 was on the cover of the Yale program for the Brown game in 1999. That 
same photo still sits in the trophy case in the Yale football office. 

{Hail Mary Run} The 1999 Brown-Yale game was played on September 19th at the Yale Bowl in New Haven, 
Connecticut.  Brown was coming a 7-3 season in 1998.  Yale was coming off a 6-4 season in 1998. Brown was looking for revenge after last 
year's dramatic conclusion, in which the Elis scored a touchdown on a 27-yard hail-Mary pass from Joe Walland to Jake Borden with six 
seconds remaining to win 30-28. 

In a match-up of the two teams who would enter the final weekend tied for first in the Ivy, Yale appeared to have this game 
wrapped up, leading 24-10. But Yale quickly discovered that no lead would be safe with quarterback James Perry at Brown's helm. Perry 
went to work and found Campbell for a 17-yard score to cut the lead in half.  Perry led the Bears on consecutive scoring drives in the 
fourth quarter, cutting the Bulldog lead to 24-23.  It appeared that Brown would kick the routine extra point to send the game into 
overtime, but then Yale safety Ben Blake blocked the extra point, apparently sealing the victory for the Elis. The ball, however, bounced 
right into the hands of Brown's Mike Powell, who pitched it to Rob Scholl, who strolled in for the two points, giving Brown a 25-24 
lead.  With 12 seconds left, Yale still managed to drive into position for a 47-yard field goal, but Mike Murawczyk's kick fell short.  Both 
Brown and Yale would finish the season as Ivy League Co-Champions.  After the game, Estes was quoted as saying``We stole one, and our 
center went over and let them know it right in front of their bench.” 
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Chapter 5 - Memorable games 
In this Chapter, I will cover games that have a certain historical significance or memorable play that has withstood the test of the time in 
College Football history.  Some of the games involve memorable endings to a game or a significant play that may have swayed the outcome 
of a game (or not).  Enjoy. 

1928 Tall Grass Game (Notre Dame at Wisconsin) 
The Tall Grass Game refers to the 1928 Notre Dame vs. Wisconsin football game played on October 6, 1928, between the Notre 

Dame Fighting Irish and Wisconsin Badgers. Notre Dame, coached by Knute Rockne, arrived in Madison, Wisconsin, only to find that the 
grass on the football field at Camp Randall Stadium had not been mowed in a week. Rumor was that Wisconsin coach Glenn 
Thistlethwaite wanted to slow down the speedy Notre Dame Irish players. Rockne demanded the field be trimmed and Thistelwaite 
refused. 

 

The game was considered to be one of the premier non-conference games of the time. Before the game began, a stadium-record 
40,000 fans were expected to attend the game, an attendance mark that was achieved.  The Badgers upset the Irish 22–6 and Wisconsin 
fans still refer to the game as "The Victory in The Tall Grass.”  It was called the first win by a Big Ten Conference team over Notre Dame 
in over a decade, but that has been disputed.  In fact, Notre Dame lost to Big Ten Champion Iowa 10-7 at Iowa City in 1921. 

1928 Tall Grass Game 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

Notre Dame 0 - 6 - 0 - 0 - 6

Wisconsin 2 - 0 - 13 - 7 - 22

 

1950 Snow Bowl (Michigan at Ohio State) 
The Snow Bowl is the nickname given to the college football game played on November 25, 1950 between the teams of the 

University of Michigan and the Ohio State University. The Michigan Wolverines defeated the Ohio State Buckeyes, 9–3, earning the Big 
Ten Conference championship and a berth in the 1951 Rose Bowl. The game was one of the most noted in the storied history of the 
Michigan–Ohio State football rivalry. 

The Big Ten Conference football championship in the 1950 college football season was on the line. The Wolverines were playing 
also for a berth in the 1951 Rose Bowl game. Ohio State had gone the previous year; the Big Ten Conference had a no-repeat rule 
regarding the Rose Bowl representative at that time. If Michigan had lost this game, the likely Rose Bowl representative would have been 
second place Wisconsin, which finished with a 5–2 record. If the game had not been played, which was a proposal put forth at game time, 
Ohio State would have been the Big Ten champion. 

The game was played at Ohio Stadium, in Columbus, Ohio under severe weather that altered the normal playing of the game 
dramatically. The conditions were deplorable with the temperature at 10 degrees, winds gusting to 28 miles per hour out of the northwest 
and snow falling at two inches per hour. Snow banks lined the field, yard lines were obliterated and at times so, too, were the goal posts.  
Before the game, Ohio State coach Wes Fesler and OSU athletic director Dick Larkins went to talk to Michigan athletic director Fritz 
Crisler and coach Bennie Oosterbaan about whether or not to play the game. Neither Fesler nor Oosterbaan wanted to play the game and 
Crisler indicated that Michigan would forfeit but would not reschedule the game. Larkins would not accept the forfeit and the game 
proceeded as scheduled.  The game was set to be played in front of 50,535 fans, some of whom built small bonfires in the stands to keep 
warm. Others sat with boxes over their heads to shield from the cold, with holes cut in to peer out. As the game was set to begin, grounds 
crews struggled to get the tarp off of the frozen field with four feet of snow on top of it. Local Boy Scouts and fans had to help with the 
tarps, finally removing them 2:21 hours late. 
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Michigan won the game 9–3, despite never getting a first down, failing on all nine pass attempts and punting 24 times. The 

Buckeyes had just three first downs, passed for a total of 18 yards, rushed for 16 yards (11 fewer than UM) and punted 21 times, four of 
which were blocked. Overall the teams punted 45 times during the game, sometimes on first down based on the strategy that both teams 
felt it better to have the ball in the hands of their opponents near the end zone and hope for a fumble of the slippery ball. In the end Ohio 
State Halfback Vic Janowicz (who went on to win the Heisman Trophy) punted for 685 yards while Michigan's Chuck Ortmann punted for 
723 yards. The first score of the game came when Buckeye defensive guard Bob Momsen, blocked an Ortmann punt and fell on it at the 
Michigan 8-yard line late in the first quarter of the game. The Buckeyes ran three straight running plays that went for minus-13 yards, 
putting the ball back to the 21. Janowicz was called upon to kick a 38-yard field goal into the swirling wind with the goal posts barely in 
view. He made it to give the Buckeyes a 3-0 lead. The kick would later be called one of the, “Greatest Feats in American Sports,” by a 
panel of sports writers.  In the second quarter, Michigan tackle Al Wahl blocked a Janowicz punt deep in Ohio State territory. The blocked 
ball rolled out of the back of the end zone for a safety, giving Michigan their first score of the game and trimming the Buckeyes' lead to 3-
2. Michigan scored what proved to be the winning touchdown when with 20 seconds remaining in the first half, Janowicz attempted a third 
down punt, only to have Michigan's Tony Momsen (brother of Ohio States Bob Momsen) break through the line and block the punt. 
Momsen fell on the ball in the end zone for a touchdown and UM kicked the extra-point to go up 9-3. OSU coach Fesler could have run 
another play instead of punting on third down and let the clock expire on the half, but he feared a fumble (there were 10 that day) that 
would be recovered as a touchdown by Michigan.  Neither team would threaten to score again, and Michigan went on to win the game 9-3 
and claim the conference title and chance to go to the Rose Bowl. The loss was Fesler's fourth straight to Michigan and 18 days later he 
submitted his resignation. Fesler was replaced by legendary coach Woody Hayes. 

1950 Snow Bowl Game 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

Michigan 2 - 7 - 0 - 0 - 9

#8 Ohio State 3 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 3

Scoring Summary 

Ohio State – Janowicz 38 yard Field goal 
Michigan – Safety – Wahl  
Michigan – Momsen recovered blocked punt in end zone (Kick good) 

1959 Billy Cannon’s Halloween Run (Mississippi at LSU) 
During the 1959 LSU vs Mississippi game on Halloween night in 1959, Billy Cannon of LSU returned a punt 89 yards for a 

touchdown against the Ole Miss Rebels. The return occurred late in the fourth quarter and provided the only touchdown scored in the 
game, as the Tigers won 7–3. Featuring several broken tackles, it was a signature play of Cannon's Heisman Trophy-winning season and a 
notable moment in the LSU–Ole Miss football rivalry. 

LSU and Ole Miss had played each other regularly since 1894, and considered each other arch-rivals.  Both teams were undefeated 
on the season coming into the game. The Tigers were the top-ranked team in the Associated Press poll and the Rebels were ranked 
third.  Each had star players playing in their senior years: Billy Cannon for LSU and Charlie Flowers for Ole Miss.  The game was highly 
anticipated, with sportswriters calling it "the game of the year.”  One man offered to swap 50-yard line Sugar Bowl tickets for tickets 
anywhere in Tiger Stadium for LSU vs. Ole Miss.  Another man, perhaps jokingly, offered his wife for tickets.  Both teams' defenses were 
among the best in the nation. LSU gave up six points combined in their first six games, while Ole Miss gave up seven points and shut-out 
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five of the six teams they played to that point.  On October 30, the night before the game, hundreds of LSU students surrounded the 
practice field where the Rebels were running drills, and taunted them with shouts of "Go to Hell, Ole Miss!” 

The Game - Tiger Stadium was filled to capacity with 68,000 fans packing the stands.  As expected, the game was a defensive 
struggle. The Rebels scored a field goal in the first quarter, and spent the rest of the game relying on defense and trying to pin the Tigers 
deep in their own territory.  They punted on early downs and gambled on LSU making mistakes on offense. The gambles paid off, as the 
Tigers fumbled four times in the game.  An interception by Cannon early in the fourth quarter caused Ole Miss coach Johnny Vaught to 
abandon the offensive game completely. He had his quarterback and punter, Jake Gibbs, punt on first downs. "They kept punting the ball, 
sticking us back in a hole," Cannon recalled, "and I thought, 'If I can get my hands on this one, I'm going to take it back.” 

1959 Mississippi-LSU Game 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

#3 Mississippi 0 - 3 - 0 - 0 - 3

#1 LSU 0 - 0 - 0 - 7 - 7

"The Run” - With LSU still trailing 3–0 late in the fourth quarter, on fourth-and-17 from the Ole Miss 42 yard line, Gibbs 
punted the ball 47 yards to the LSU 11-yard line. He intended to kick it out of bounds, as instructed by Vaught.  Cannon picked up the ball 
after a bounce, defying coach Paul Dietzel's orders not to field punts that close to the end zone.  Dietzel described his reaction to Cannon 
fielding the punt as "'Billy, no-no-no...' to 'Billy, go-go-go!'"  He eluded and bounced off seven would-be tacklers down the east sideline, 
then raced the last 60 yards untouched to the end zone to give LSU a 7–3 lead.  Cannon gave his account of the run in his 2015 
biography:  "After I caught the ball, the first person looking me in the eye was Larry Grantham. I knew how good he was. I wanted to go 
to the left toward the open field, but there he was, so I cut back to the right, and he missed the tackle. I started down field, following the 
sideline, picking up a few blocks, and some guys missed their tackles. Finally, I broke into the open, and there was nobody left but me and 
Jake Gibbs. Gibbs thought I was going to the wide side of the field, so I gave him a little head fake. Now I've got to give Jake credit on 
this: That was the only tackle he had missed in his entire career to that point. Of course, with the team he had around him, that was the 
only tackle he tried to make in four years. After I had the clear sailing to the goal line, it was a question of was I going to make it, was the 
referee going to beat me there, or was the cameraman gaining on both of us going to outrun the whole bunch.”  After the touchdown, LSU 
kicked off to Ole Miss, which then drove down the field to the LSU 5-yard line. After three plays Ole Miss was at the LSU 1-yard line. On 
fourth down and the final play of the game, LSU cornerback Warren Rabb, with an assist from Cannon, tackled Ole Miss' Doug Elmore 
short of the goal line as time expired to preserve the 7–3 LSU victory. 

 
Aftermath - Cannon's performance in the game was a main factor in his winning the Heisman Trophy at the end of the 

season.  Cannon himself said, "The thing that clinched the Heisman for me was that I made a play or two in a big game."  A video of the 
punt return is still played on the big screen in Tiger Stadium before every home game.  The teams met again at the end of the season in the 
1960 Sugar Bowl. Ole Miss dominated for most of the game, as they held LSU to just 74 yards of total offense and won 21–0.  The Rebels 
were named national champions by various selection committees.  Over each of the next three seasons, the LSU vs. Ole Miss Game was 
played with both teams ranked in the top ten and in contention for the national title. In 1960, the teams played to a 6–6 tie, which was the 
Rebels' only blemish in a 9–0–1 national championship season.   The next season, sixth-ranked LSU defeated second-ranked and undefeated 
Ole Miss in Tiger Stadium, 10–7. In 1962, both teams were undefeated and ranked in the top five when the Rebels defeated the Tigers in 
Baton Rouge. Ole Miss finished the season undefeated and was again named national champion. 
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Chapter 6 - Great comebacks 
In this Chapter, we cover some of the great comebacks in College Football history.  Most games involve a team being down by 20 points 
or more and some games involve improbable late 4th quarter comebacks.  I probably don’t have every game this has happened, but these 
are some of the more memorable ones. 

1974 #5 Notre Dame at #6 USC (Blitzkrieg!) 
On November 30th, 1974, the #5 ranked Notre Dame fighting Irish traveled west for their annual showdown game with the #6 

ranked USC Trojans.  The game was nationally televised on ABC. 
In one of the most notable comebacks in college football history, the 1974 Trojans erased a 24-point deficit to beat defending 

national champion Notre Dame, 55–24, in the Coliseum.  Many football historians cite this game as one of USC's 10 greatest game.  The 
Irish jumped out to a 24–0 lead, but with 10 seconds remaining before halftime, Anthony Davis scored on a 7-yard pass from Pat 
Haden.  At the start of second half, Davis took the opening kickoff of and raced 102 yards for a score, opening the floodgates as USC 
rallied for 35 points in the third quarter.  Davis scored 2 more touchdowns that quarter, and Haden threw two TD passes to J. K. McKay, 
the head coach's son.  In the fourth quarter, Haden connected with Shelton Diggs for a touchdown and Charles Phillips returned an 
interception 58 yards for a touchdown.  Adding to the shock of the comeback was the fact that USC scored 55 points in under 17 
minutes.  After the game, the Rev. Theodore Martin Hesburgh, the then-president of Notre Dame, said to Trojan coach John McKay, 
"That wasn't very nice." McKay, an Irish Catholic known for his quick wit, replied (referring to Parseghian's faith), "That's what you get for 
hiring a Presbyterian!”  A few weeks later, Ara Parseghian announced his resignation, and the Irish gave him a fitting farewell present with 
an emotional 13–11 win over Alabama and Bear Bryant in the Orange Bowl. 

 
Anthony Davis of USC 

1974 Notre Dame at USC 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

#5 Notre Dame 17 - 7 - 0 - 0 - 24

#6 USC 0 - 6 - 35 - 14 - 55

Scoring Summary 
Notre Dame – Bullock 2 yard run (Reeve kick) 
Notre Dame – Demmerle 29 yard pass from Clements (Reeve kick) 
Notre Dame – Reeve 20 yard Field goal 
Notre Dame – McClane 9 yard run (Reeve kick) 
USC – Davis 7 yard pass from Haden (Kick blocked) 
USC – Davis 100 yard kickoff return (Run failed) 
USC – Davis 6 yard run (Limahelu kick) 
USC – Davis 4 yard run (Davis run) 
USC – McKay 18 yard pass from Haden (Limahelu kick) 
USC – McKay 44 yard pass from Haden (Limahelu kick) 
USC – Diggs 16 yard pass from Haden (Limahelu kick) 
USC – Phillips 58 yard interception return (Limahelu kick) 

1984 Maryland at #6 Miami 
The 1984 Maryland-Miami game was played on November 10th at the Orange Bowl Stadium in Miami, Florida.  Maryland would 

come back from a 31-0 deficit to win the game 42-40. 
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Maryland backup quarterback Frank Reich threw six touchdown passes against the University of Miami in the second half of the 
Orange Bowl. The Terrapins, who had been losing 31-0 at the half, ended up winning the game 42-40. “In the first half, everything that 
could possibly go wrong, went wrong,” one of Reich’s teammates said. “In the second half, everything that could possibly go right, went 
right.” 

In the first two quarters of the game, Miami outgained the Terps 328 yards to 57 and ran up their 31-point lead–but they didn’t 
do it graciously. “The comeback never would’ve happened if it had not been for the attitude of the Miami Hurricanes,” one Maryland 
player remembered. “No question about it. Those guys were the biggest cheap-shot, trash-talking, classless outfit of football players I’ve 
ever seen in my life.” He added: “You can almost take getting beat if a team is kicking your butts and they’re doing it cleanly. And there 
was no question that they were kicking our butts in the first half. But that team made us mad, and it gave us a little extra incentive.” And 
the Terps dug in their heels. 

For the second half, Maryland’s coach replaced first-string quarterback Stan Gelbaugh with Reich, who had a steady, consistent 
arm. The new QB completed 12 of 15 passes and gained 260 yards. In the third quarter, he threw two touchdown passes and ran a third in 
himself to cut Miami’s lead to 34-21. In the fourth, he drove 55 yards in nine plays, and his teammate Tommy Neal scored a 14-yard 
touchdown to make the score 34-28. Then, with about nine and a half minutes left to play, Reich threw a long pass that glanced off Miami 
safety Darrell Fullington’s hands and landed in Maryland player Greg Hill’s, who ran it in for another touchdown. The score was 35-34, 
and the Terps had the lead.  Then Miami fumbled the kickoff and Maryland’s Rick Badanjek grabbed the ball and scored again. Now the 
Terrapins were winning 42-34. For a minute, it looked like Reich’s luck had run out–Miami got the ball after a bad punt snap and scored a 
quick touchdown, making the score 42-40–but Terp Keeta Covington prevented the two-point conversion and preserved Maryland’s 
miraculous victory. 

Reich went on to become the second-string quarterback for the Buffalo Bills, where he was responsible for one of the greatest 
comebacks in pro football history: In 1993, he threw four second-half touchdown passes for the Bills, who came from a 35-3 deficit to beat 
Houston 41-38. 

1984 Maryland at Miami 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final

Maryland 0 - 0 - 21 - 21 - 42

#6 Miami 7 - 24 - 3 - 6 - 40

Scoring Summary 
Miami – Kosar 1 yard run (Cox kick) 
Miami – Smith 7 yard pass from Kosar (Cox kick) 
Miami – Smith 11 yard pass from Kosar (Cox kick) 
Miami – Cox 48 yard Field goal 
Miami – Henry 1 yard pass from Kosar (Cox kick) 
Maryland – Hill 39 yard pass from Reich (Atkinson kick) 
Maryland – Reich 1 yard run (Atkinson kick) 
Miami – Cox 19 yard Field goal 
Maryland – Blount 1 yard pass (Atkinson kick) 
Maryland – Neal 14 yard run (Atkinson kick) 
Maryland – Hill 68 yard pass from Reich (Atkinson kick) 
Maryland – Badanjek 4 yard run (Atkinson kick) 
Miami – Brown 5 yard pass from Kosar (Pass failed) 

1989 Ohio State at Minnesota 
The 1989 Ohio State-Minnesota game was played on October 28th at the HHH Metrodome in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The 

Buckeyes came back from a 31-0 deficit to stun the Golden Gophers, 41-37.  Unfortunately for Golden Gopher fans, this would not be the 
last game where Minnesota would “Snatch defeat from the jaws of victory”. 

The Buckeyes were coming off of their first losing season since 1966 and had jumped out to a solid start in 1989. They traveled to 
Minnesota to face the Gophers with a 4-2 record. Minnesota punted after the Buckeyes forced a three and out on the Gophers' first 
possession in the Metrodome, but things quickly went south for the Buckeyes as Rich Huffman muffed the punt and Minnesota recovered 
on the Buckeyes' 28-yard line and promptly scored two plays later. 

The Buckeyes just couldn't get anything going. After a sack that resulted in a Greg Frey fumble that was recovered by the 
Gophers on the Ohio State 22-yard line, Minnesota extended their lead to 10-0 -- and it got worse from there. The Gophers' pass rush 
consistently disrupted Frey, turnovers and missed opportunities haunted Ohio State, and at the end of the first quarter Ohio State had eight 
yards of total offense and trailed 17-0. The Gophers piled on, taking advantage of Buckeye mistakes and extending their lead to 31-0 with 
4:29 remaining in the first half. Things were looking grim for the Buckeyes.  But it only takes one mental mistake to swing the momentum 
of a game, and Minnesota was penalized for having 12 men on the field during an Ohio State punt, giving the Buckeyes a fresh set of 
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downs on their own 35-yard line. A pass interference call against the Gophers gave the Buckeyes another boost, and after the Gophers held 
them on third down, giving Ohio State a fourth and one at the Minnesota one-yard line, Carlos Snow was able to roll it into the end zone 
for the Buckeyes' first points of the day. A two-point conversion attempt was successful, cutting Minnesota's lead to 31-8. On their next 
possession the Buckeyes added a field goal, making it a three-possession game with plenty of time remaining. 

The Buckeyes forced a fumble - Minnesota's first of the 1989 season -- and recovered on the Minnesota 23, but then promptly 
threw an interception. The defense forced a Gopher punt that was downed at the one-yard line, and the Buckeyes took it all the way down 
the field to score. By the end of the third quarter they had narrowed the deficit to 31-18. The game was within reach with a quarter to play. 

The Gophers added a field goal and extended their lead to 16 with 11:24 remaining in the game, but the Buckeyes were 
undeterred. On their next possession, another Carlos Snow touchdown and a successful two-point conversion, also from Snow, made it 
34-26. The Buckeyes defense, surely energized by the offensive turnaround, forced a three-and-out, but a miscommunication between 
center Greg Beatty and Greg Frey resulted in a fumbled snap, Ohio State's sixth turnover in that game, and the Gophers recovered. 
Another Minnesota field goal extended their lead to 37-26.  On the Buckeyes' next drive, a holding call negated a touchdown pass and the 
Buckeyes found themselves in a third-and-goal situation from the 18 yard line. A 17-yard pass put the Buckeyes on the one-yard line, and 
head Coach John Cooper decided to go for it on fourth down. Frey scored on a quarterback keeper, and another successful two-point 
conversion brought the Buckeyes within three points of the Gophers. The defense forced a three-and-out on the most critical series of the 
game, forcing the Gophers to punt and giving the Ohio State offense a little under two minutes to secure a win.  And that's precisely what 
the Buckeyes did. They drove down the field and added a touchdown, and with the successful PAT, established a four-point lead over the 
Gophers. Minnesota had 15 seconds remaining to try to get the win, but they were unable to do so. At the time, the Buckeyes erasing a 31-
point deficit was tied for the biggest comeback win in college football history. The Buckeyes finished the 1989 season 8-4. 

1989 Ohio State at Minnesota Line 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - Final 

Ohio State (-7.0) 0 - 8 - 10 - 23 - 41 

Minnesota  17 - 14 - 0 - 6 - 37 

Scoring Summary 
Minnesota – Thompson 12 yard run (Berglund kick) 
Minnesota – Berglund 30 yard Field goal 
Minnesota – Lumpkin 85 yard fumble return (Berglund kick) 
Minnesota – Rhem 29 yard pass from Schaffner (Berglund kick) 
Minnesota – Gaiters 5 yard pass from Schaffner (Berglund kick) 
Ohio State – Snow 1 yard run (Graham pass from Frey) 
Ohio State – O’Morrow 25 yard Field goal 
Ohio State – Snow 15 yard pass from Frey (O’Morrow kick) 
Minnesota – Berglund 32 yard Field goal 
Ohio State – Snow 27 yard pass from Frey (Snow pass from Frey) 
Minnesota – Berglund 42 yard Field goal 
Ohio State – Frey 1 yard run (Graham pass from Frey) 
Ohio State – Graham 15 yard pass from Frey (O’Morrow kick) 
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